Association of neuropsychological vulnerability markers in relatives of schizophrenic patients.
We investigated the association of neuropsychological risk indicators in a matched sample of first-degree relatives of schizophrenic patients (n = 54) and normal controls (n = 72). We focussed on three functions previously identified in a smaller, initial sample as putative risk indicators of the schizophrenia genotype: abstraction, verbal memory and auditory attention. The expanded sample of relatives displayed significantly lower scores than controls on abstraction, verbal memory and auditory attention. The relatives demonstrated significant intercorrelations among these three functions. The significant correlations among relatives between attention and verbal memory and between attention and abstraction differed significantly from these correlations among controls. We discuss how the use of multiple risk indicators may help us better identify those relatives that carry the schizophrenia genotype.